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Watershed Management 
Committee Members 

Exeter Planning Department 
Exeter Conservation Commission 
Exeter Department of Public Works 
Exeter Water and Sewer Advisory Committee 
Stratham Planning Department 
Stratham Water Commission 

Project Funded by NH DES and the Town Exeter 



Watershed Facts 

1.9 square miles in Stratham and Exeter 
1,152 acres, 2/3 of land in Stratham 
Primary source of drinking water for Exeter 
25% of the watershed had impervious surface 
greater than 10% in 2000 
Exeter’s 2001 population = 14,190


Exeter’s projected population in 2025 = 17,230


Stratham’s 2001 population = 6,530


Stratham’s projected population in 2025 = 8,410 




Opportunities and Challenges


75% of the land (826 
acres) in the watershed 
is undeveloped 
Strong local support for 
land conservation 
Planning Boards and 
Conservations 
Commissions constantly 
review land use 
regulations 
Established and 
effective public 
education programs 

Enormous development 
pressure in both 
communities creating 
an increase in 
impervious surface and 
NPS, and a decrease in 
the forested canopy 
Existing state and local 
road network presents 
contamination threat 



Plan Recommendations 

Protect undeveloped land remaining in the watershed from 
development 
Develop and implement public education programs for 
residents, town employees, contractors and the general public 
Annually review local land use regulations and regulations 
enforcement 
Establish water quality and streamflow testing programs 
Review existing and potential contaminations sources 
Complete emergency response training 
Maintain watershed advisory committee and increase 
membership to include residents 



Future Plans 

Develop public education and outreach 
programs 
Coordinate land protection efforts in 
Stratham and Exeter 
Increase opportunities for 
communication between local boards, 
commissions and town departments

Maintain watershed advisory committee 


